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Charles Dacre Parsons
Born April 13, 1933, Cambridge, Mass.

Married Marjorie Louise Wood, 1968 (died 2017).  2 children, born 1969 and 1971.

Education

1950-54
Harvard College.  A. B. 1954 summa cum laude (mathematics)

1954-55
King's College, Cambridge (philosophy)

1955-61
Harvard University (Graduate School, philosophy)


A. M. 1956, Ph. D. 1961

Positions held

1961-62
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Cornell University

1962-65
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Harvard University

1965-69
Associate Professor of Philosophy, Columbia University

1969-89
Professor of Philosophy, Columbia University

1989-91
Professor of Philosophy, Harvard University
1991-2005
Edgar Pierce Professor of Philosophy, Harvard University
2005-
Edgar Pierce Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus, Harvard University

1976-79,
Chairman, Department of Philosophy, Columbia University

1985-89

Visiting positions at Stanford University (summer 1963), Harvard University (fall 1968-69), The Rockefeller University (fall 1971-72), University of Heidelberg (summer semester 1972, part-time), Yale University (spring 1973, part-time), University of Pittsburgh (winter 1976, part-time), University of Padua (Aug.-Sept. 1983, June 1997), UCLA (Winter Quarter 2002, Spring Quarter 2005, 2007, 2009), The University of Chicago (Spring Quarter 2008, part-time).

Professional activities

Editor, The Journal of Philosophy, 1966-90; Consulting Editor, 1990-

Editor, The Bulletin of Symbolic Logic, 1994-98

Editorial Board, Journal of Philosophical Logic, 1978-94

Consulting Editor, The Journal of Symbolic Logic, 1980-86

Editorial Board, Philosophia Mathematica, 1992-

Editorial Board for the Collected Works of Kurt Gödel, 1987-2003 (for volumes III, IV, and V)

Board of Syndics, Harvard University Press, 1991-94, 1995-96

Association for Symbolic Logic

Executive Committee, 1969-71

Secretary, 1971-76

Vice President, 1986-89

President, 1989-92

Council, 1992-98

U. S. National Committee for the International Union of History and Philosophy of Science, 1973-79 (as representative of ASL):


Secretary, 1974-76


Vice Chairman, 1976-78

Conference on Methods in Philosophy and the Sciences


Chairman, 1976-78

Institut International de Philosophie

Chair, Comité de cooptation, 2009-12

Vice President, 2012-2015 (one of two)

Member of American Association of University Professors, American Philosophical Association, Association for Symbolic Logic, North American Kant Society, Philosophy of Mathematics Association 

Fellowships and honors

Henry Fellow, 1954-55

Junior Fellow, Society of Fellows, Harvard University, 1958-61

George Santayana Fellow, Harvard University, 1964-65

Fellow, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1979-80

Visiting Fellow, All Souls College, Oxford, 1979-80

Guggenheim Fellow, 1986-87

Fellow, Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study, 1987

Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, 1994-95

Fellow, Centre for Advanced Study, Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, May 2016


Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1982-

Membre titulaire, Institut International de Philosophie, 2001-13, membre emérite, 2013-

Foreign Member, Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, 2002-
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Largely incorporated into chapters 2 and 3 of MTO.

1990d
The uniqueness of the natural numbers.  Iyyun 39, 13-44.  (Proceedings of a conference on Philosophy of Mathematics, Jerusalem, June 1987.)
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1994

1994
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Structuralism and the concept of set.  In Walter Sinnott-Armstrong (ed. in collaboration with Nicholas Asher and Diana Raffman), Modality, Morality, and Belief:  Essays in honor of Ruth Barcan Marcus, pp. 74-92.  Cambridge University Press.
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Reprinted in 2010a, pp. 326-355.  Reprinted with Postscript in PMTC.
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2001
Husserl and the linguistic turn.  In Juliet Floyd and Sanford Shieh (eds.), Future Pasts:  The Analytic Tradition in Twentieth-Century Philosophy, pp. 123-141.  Oxford University Press.
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2001a
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Reprinted with Postscript in PMTC.
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2002c
W. V. Quine:  A student’s-eye view.  Harvard Review of Philosophy 10, 6-10.


2003
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Kurt Gödel, Collected Works, Volume IV:  Correspondence A-G.  Edited, with Solomon Feferman and John W. Dawson, Jr. (editors-in-chief), Warren Goldfarb, and Wilfried Sieg.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press.
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2003a
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Structuralism and metaphysics.  Philosophical Quarterly 54, 56-77.
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Brentano on judgment and truth.  In Dale Jacquette (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Brentano, pp. 168-196.  Cambridge University Press.  Reprinted in FKH.
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2008a
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2008b
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2010

2010
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Gödel and philosophical idealism.   Philosophia Mathematica (3) 18, 166-192.

2010c
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Reprinted in FKH.
2010d.
On philosophy of mathematics.  An interview with Charles Parsons.  Harvard Review of Philosophy 17, 137-150.  Online at www.harvardphilosophy.com.
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2011
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2014
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