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Department of Philosophy
Emerson Hall

Harvard University
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AOS: political philosophy and history of political philosophy, Kant and German Idealism
AOC: ethics and the history of ethics, philosophy of mind, environmental ethics, logic

Employment:
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies, 2020-21

Advise students on the philosophy concentration; run the senior thesis workshop
Departmental Writing Fellow, Harvard University, 2019-20
Met with students to discuss ways to improve their writing, gave lectures on philosophical writing
Teaching Fellow in Philosophy, Harvard University, 2014-present
Designed courses, lectured, led discussion, graded (more detailed information below)
Departmental Teaching Fellow, Bok Center, Harvard University, 2017-18
Co-taught department pedagogy seminay; created course-development materials
Philosophy Department Graduate Student Representative, Harvard University, 2016-17
Led meetings, drafted institutional procedures, coordinated faculty and students
Visiting Scholar, Nanjing University Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social
Sciences, 2012
Translated (Chinese to English) and edited academic publications

Education:
Ph.D. candidate in philosophy, Harvard University, 2012-present
B.A. in philosophy, Brigham Young University, 2012

Fellowships:
Philosophy Department Pre-dissertation Fellowship, Spring 2019

Sosland Family Graduate Fellowship, 2013-2014
Graduate Fellowship, 2012-2020
Chinese Flagship Fellowship, 2010-2012

Dissertation:
“The General Will: Rousseau, Kant, and Hegel”
Chair: Christine Korsgaard
Committee Members: Matt Boyle, Lucas Stanczyk
Abstract: My dissertation offers a novel interpretation of Rousseau’s general will and traces
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the development of this from Rousseau to Kant and Hegel. On my reconstruction, Kant
aimed to improve on Rousseau’s account by replacing his idea of direct participation in
legislation with a noumenal idea of reason, and Hegel aimed to improve Kant’s account by
replacing the noumenal with an empirical idea of reason.

Talks and Papers Presented:

“Hegel's Critique of Kant's Morality”

October 2020, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Rousseau's General Will”

February 2020, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Kant's General Will”

October 2019, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Hegel on the Social Contract”

March 2019, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Hegel's Critique of Kant's Morality”

December 2018, Harvard European Philosophy Workshop
“Hegel's Critique of Kant's Morality”

November 2018, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Fichte's Deduction of Right”

March 2018, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Hegel's Argument for Private Property”

November 2017, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Rousseau's General Will”

March 2017, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Fichte's Solution to the Problem of Other Minds”

November 2016, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Deriving the Universal Principle of Right from the Categorical Imperative”

February 2016, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Kant's General Will”

September 2015, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“Hobbes on the Authority to Punish”

April 2015, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop
“La voluntad de ser castigado”

March 2015, Harvard University Workshop on Philosophy in Spanish
“The Will to Be Punished”

December 2014, Harvard University Moral and Political Philosophy Workshop

Works in Progress:
“The General Will: Rousseau, Kant, and Hegel” (Dissertation)
“Hegel on the Social Contract”
“Fichte's Deduction of Right”
“Hegel's Argument for Private Property”
“Fichte's Solution to the Problem of Other Minds”
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“Hobbes on the Authority to Punish”

Teaching Experience as course head:
McDowell's Mind and World
Senior Thesis Workshop (Phil 99)
Marx and Arendt (Phil 98)
Rousseau's General Will (Phil 98)
Rawls's Theory of Justice (Phil 97)
Authority, Rebellion, and Punishment (Phil 97)
Plato's Political Philosophy (Phil 97)
Authority, Rebellion, and Punishment (Phil 98)

Teaching Experience as teaching fellow:

Spring 2021

Fall 2020, Spring 2021
Fall 2020

Fall 2019

Spring 2019

Spring 2018

Fall 2017

Spring 2017

Philosophy 24: Ethics of Climate Change (grader for Lucas Stanczyk) — Spring 2019

EMREAS 17: Deductive Logic (with Ned Hall)

Philosophy 168: Kant's Ethics (with Christine Korsgaard)
Philosophy 156: Philosophy of Mind (with Cheryl Chen)
Philosophy 178q: Equality and Liberty (with T.M. Scanlon)
Philosophy 3: Introduction to Philosophy (with Bernhard Nickel)
Philosophy 405: Metalogic (with K. Codell Carter)

Courses Taken:
Logic and Philosophy
Kant's Critique of Pure Reason
Heidegger: Being and Time
Aristotle's Ethics
Marx and Marxism
Self, Body, Other
Epistemology
Kant's Ethical Theory
Leibniz
First Year Colloquium: Metaphysics
First Year Colloquium: Ethics

Courses Audited
Philosophy of Science
Rationality and Irrationality
Other Minds
Equality and Liberty
Grounding
Metaethics
Carnap and Quine
Frege, Russell, Wittgenstein
The Greatest Chinese Novel

Fall 2016
Spring 2016
Fall 2015
Spring 2015
Fall 2014
Winter 2008

Warren Goldfarb
Matthew Boyle
Sean Kelly
Christine Korsgaard
Tommie Shelby
Matthew Boyle
Selim Berker
Christine Korsgaard
Jeffrey McDonough
Sean Kelly & Ned Hall
Selim Berker

Ned Hall
Matt Boyle

Matt Boyle, Richard Moran

T.M. Scanlon
Selim Berker
Selim Berker
Warren Goldfarb
Warren Goldfarb
Wai-yee Li
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Languages:
English
Spanish
Chinese (Mandarin)
Russian
German
Portuguese
French
Italian

native

fluent

fluent

advanced reading, advanced conversation
advanced reading, intermediate conversation
intermediate reading and conversation
intermediate reading

intermediate reading
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