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Short Abstract: Commonsense says space determines our place and relatedly, our point of view. 
Leibniz argues that commonsense puts the cart before the horse twice. First, rather than 
explaining place in terms of space, Leibniz explains space in terms of place, building space 
bottom-up from places. Second, Leibniz holds that our point of view determines where we 
are in space; Ruth is in Paris because she has a Parisian point of view. Leibniz’s claims 
admittedly sound odd. But I argue they pave the way for a picture that delivers three striking 
results. First, all it takes to have a place is to have a point of view. Second, souls and more 
generally, monads have places. Third, there are measurable distances between souls.    
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