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Dissertation Abstract – The Epistemic Manifolds of Intimacy 
 
I wonder how you, my friend, have been doing, and I call you. You pick up and tell me 

about your personal dilemma. Either you stay in NYC for your legal career, or you move to 
California for your partner. After a long conversation, you settle on the latter option. “Retaking the 
bar exam is tough. I’ve made up my mind, but I’m not sure I’ll make it.” “I’m not sure either,” I say, 
“But I’m here and am always available to think it through with you again. And I believe in you.”  

Contrary to contemporary epistemology’s focus on individual deliberators, some of our 
epistemic concepts are intrinsically interpersonal, and our epistemic interactions are much richer 
than exchanging testimony and justifications. My dissertation identifies three distinct interpersonal 
epistemic phenomena, and I argue that each involves epistemic engagement in which we relate to 
each other far more intimately than mere traders of information.  

“An Interpersonal Form of Faith,” published in Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 
examines faith in a person. The faith receiver can reject faith because she does not want to let the 
faith holder down, but once she takes up the faith holder’s faith, the faith holder stands in solidarity 
with her in virtue of the faith. In light of these and other features, I propose that when the faithor 
(me) places faith in the faithee (my friend) to φ, the faithor does something close to inviting the 
faithee to (re)commit to φ-ing. This invitation-like move, once properly taken up by the faithee, puts 
both sides of the faith in a normative relationship that is in the same broad family as a promissory 
relationship, albeit with a different normative profile. Interpersonal faith can be rejected in the same 
way that an invitation can be rejected, and successful faith placing constitutes togetherness because it 
culminates in a relationship. Interpersonal faith cannot be fully analyzed in terms of the confidence 
and commitment that the faithor may unilaterally possess. We must also attend to the faithee’s side 
of the story and the normative relationship that holds between the faithor and the faithee.  

“Epistemic Companionship” examines the phenomenon of a person thinking along with 
another as their companion. I can think along with my friend as she works through her question, 
much like walking along with her while she leads the way. Just as my friend may be grateful to me 
for keeping her company by walking alongside her, so too can she be grateful to me for being her 
companion by thinking along with her; and just as she could reasonably complain if I secretly steer 
her walk to a better but different location, so too could she reasonably complain if I force answers 
and justifications on her, even if they are epistemic goods that promote her epistemic interests. It is, 
however, natural to assess a companion based on the quality of epistemic goods she offers and her 
willingness to offer them. What is the role of epistemic goods in epistemic companionship? I 
propose that we should see the epistemic goods offered by a companion as akin to gifts. The 
deference, the mutual recognition, and the connection to relationships involved in gift exchange, 
when extended to the exchange of epistemic goods, reveal that the key to epistemic companionship 
is not the intentional promotion of someone’s epistemic interests, but rather respect for a particular 
other’s authority in directing her own inquiry.  

“I Wonder about You” looks at an interpersonal form of wondering. Wondering has been 
understood as either a pro-attitude toward information that can be satisfied by the attainment of that 
information, or an insatiable information-gathering orientation toward a fascinating individual. I 
argue that interpersonal wondering is neither. I long for information about my friend when I wonder 
about her, but I wish to hear from her, and third-party testimony about her will not satisfy my 
longing. I propose that when a wonderer (me) wonders about a wonderee (my friend), the wonderer 
seeks the wonderee’s recognition and invites a range of responses from her, including telling and 
wondering back. The openness involved in interpersonal wondering is the openness to diverse ways 
of interpersonal relating. And such wondering is satisfiable, not by pieces of information, but by the 
presence of the wonderee and the relations established between her and the wonderer. 


