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Dissertation
Deontic Intentionality
Committee: Richard Moran (Chair); Mark Richard; Susanna Siegel.
I argue that if an account of belief is to capture the felt directed character of our subjectivity that is manifest to us when attending to our beliefs in reasoning, it must vindicate the surprisingly strong truth-norm believe p iff p. Building on the teleosemantic tradition, I propose an account of person-level belief as preparedness to use symbols in adapting goal-directed activity to a circumstance. I argue that because of the self-developing and transgenerational character of our biologically and socially evolved strategy for making it in the world, we exhibit unbounded potentiality in a precisely stateable sense and that attention to this unboundedness shows the way to vindicating the truth-norm on belief.
Publications
· Selected Effects and Comparative Propensities. Comment on Joshua Christie, Carl Brusse, Pierrick Bourrat, Peter Takacs and Paul Griffiths, “Are Biological Traits Explained by their Selected Effects Functions?” Forthcoming in The Australasian Philosophical Review.

· Norm, Nature, and Narrative: Stereoscopic Vision in Sellars and Danielle Macbeth. In Jeremy Koons and Ronald Loeffler (eds.) Ethics, Agency, Practical Reasoning: The Practical Philosophy of Wilfrid Sellars. New York, NY. Routledge. 2022.
Mathematics Publications
· “Bounds on the Maximum Number of Minimum Dominating Sets.” Co-authored with S. Connolly, Anant Godbole, Bill Kay, and Thomas Kelly. Discrete Mathematics, Volume 339 Issue 5, May 2016. Pages 1537-1542. 

· “The Location of the First Ascent in 123-Avoiding Permutations.” Co-authored with S. Connolly and Anant Godbole. Integers: Electronic Journal of Combinatorial Number Theory, 15: Paper #A13, 2015. 

Presentations and Comments
· Comments on Marybel Menzies’ The Limits of Extended Cognition. Annual Meeting, APA Eastern Division. New York, NY. Scheduled for January 2024.

· Comments on Michael Hall’s Tractarian Ethics: A Transcendental Vision. Harvard-MIT Graduate Conference. Cambridge, MA. April 2023.

· Rationality, Capacity-First. Annual Meeting, APA Central Division. Denver, CO. March 2023.

· Comments on David Barack’s Content Preservation and Streams of Thought. Annual Meeting, APA Eastern Division. Montreal, QC. January 2023.

· Teleology from Evolution – Even for Spandrels. Plenary Session on the Work of the Keynote Speaker, Daniel Dennett, 50th Annual Meeting, Northern New England Philosophical Association. Durham, NH. October 2022.

· Rationality, Capacity-First. Haverford College Libraries Young Alumni Academic Lecture Series. Haverford, PA. September 2022.

· Inference as Commitment, Privacy, and the Beasts. Annual Meeting, Southern Society of Psychology and Philosophy. Mobile, AL. March-April 2022.

· Comments on Alison Springle’s Practically Reconceiving the Representational Theory of Mind. Annual Meeting, Southern Society of Psychology and Philosophy. Mobile, AL. March-April 2022.

· Norm, Nature, and Narrative in Sellars and Danielle Macbeth. Ethics, Agency, Practical Reasoning: The Practical Philosophy of Wilfrid Sellars. Online (Convening Institutions: Grand Valley State University and Georgetown University – Qatar). August 2021.

· Comments on Shivam Patel’s Against Substrate-Based Explanations of Auditory Verbal Hallucination Annual Meeting, Southern Society of Psychology and Philosophy, Online. January, 2021.

· Comments on Bronwyn Stippa’s Inner Speech, Cognitive Phenomenology, and Conscious Thought. Annual Meeting, APA Eastern Division, Philadelphia PA. January, 2020.

· Inference as Illocution. Philosophy of Language and Mind Network’s PLM IV Conference, St. Andrews, UK. August 2019.

· Inference as Illocution. CONCEPT Conference on Inference. Cologne, Germany. June 2019.

· The Representational Contents of Inner Speech: A Sellarsian Approach. UConn Graduate Conference, Storrs, CT. April, 2019.

· Pluralism about Parthood; Pluralism about Identity; Pluralism about Ontological Costliness.  Annual Meeting, Florida Philosophical Association, Pensacola FL. November, 2018.

· Pluralism about Parthood, Pluralism about Identity; Pluralism about Ontological Costliness. University at Buffalo (SUNY) Graduate Conference in Metaphysics, Buffalo, NY. October 2018.
Teaching
· Indoctrination. Spring 2023.

· Evolution. Fall 2022.

· Teaching Fellow, Ethics of Climate Change. Spring 2022. Course Head: Lucas Stanczyk.*

· Teaching Fellow, Philosophy of Mind. Spring 2022 Course Head: Cheryl Chen.*

· Philosophical Naturalism. Fall 2021.

· Graduate Fellow, Harvard Embedded EthiCS.  Fall 2020-Spring 2021.
· Designed and led ethics modules for courses in the computer science department.

· Teaching Fellow, Metaethics. Fall 2019. Course Head: Selim Berker.*

· Teaching Fellow, Saints, Heretics, and Atheists: An Historical Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion. Spring 2019. Course Head: Jeffrey McDonough.

· Teaching Fellow, The True and the Good (Intro to Philosophy). Fall 2018. Course Head: Bernhard Nickel.*
* = Received Certificate of Distinction and Excellence in Teaching.
Other Programs
· Summer School in Ontology and Metaontology for graduate students and junior faculty, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary. July, 2017.
Service
· Elections Committee: Harvard Graduate Student Union – United Auto Workers. December 2021-Present.
· Co-Chair, Philosophy Department Graduate Student Organization. August 2021-May 2022
· Referee for Noûs.
· Member, Climate Working Group. Spring 2019-Fall 2021
· Organizing Committee: Harvard-MIT Graduate Conference. March 2018.
Coursework
· Potentialities (Independent Study with one other Graduate Student). Instructor: Ned Hall. Spring 2022*
· Conceptual Engineering. Instructor: Mark Richard. Spring 2022.*
· Psychosemantics. Linguistics Dept. Harvard. Spring 2020.
· Semantics I (Graduate Sequence). Linguistics Dept. MIT Fall 2019.
· Memory. Instructor: Susanna Siegel. Spring 2019*
· The First Person. Instructors: Richard Moran and James Doyle. Fall 2018.*
· Metaethics. Instructor: Selim Berker. Spring 2018.
· Wittgenstein’s Tractatus. Instructor: Warren Goldfarb. Spring 2018.*
· Beyond Dualism: Descartes and his Critics. Instructor: Alison Simmons. Spring 2017.
· Kant’s Ethics. Instructor: Christine Korsgaard. Fall 2017.
· From Frege to Gödel. Instructor: Warren Goldfarb. Spring 2017.*
· Aristotle against the Atomists. Instructor: Jacob Rosen. Spring 2017.
· Speech Acts. Instructor: Richard Moran. Fall 2016.*
· Hume’s Ethical Theory. Instructor: Christine Korsgaard. Fall 2016.
· Frege, Russell, and the Early Wittgenstein. Instructor: Warren Goldfarb. Fall 2016.
*= Not taken for credit.
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